7th Grade Math

“Boob Tube” Experiment
Teacher: Robert DeChristopher                            Name__________________________
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Is TV one long commercial?  It seems that,

every time I turn on the television, there is

a commercial.  It may just be my imagination,

or it may be that I’m always turning on the   

TV at the same time, or it may be that there is a very high probability that a commercial 

will be  playing whenever you turn on the TV set.  Let’s find out…the mathematical way. 

This weekend, I want each student to turn on the TV at THREE

DIFFERENT times.  Only turn on Channels 2, 5, 7, and 9 of regular TV.

Do NOT turn on cable TV stations, and do NOT turn on any PBS

stations like Channel 11 or Channel 20.  PBS stations have much less

commercials than regular TV, and cable stations have varying rates

of commercials.  Fill out the table below and return it on Monday.

	Date
	Time
	Channel
	Commercial?

	For example

02/07/2004
	For example

4:45 p.m.
	Only go to

Channels 2, 5, 7, 9 
	Yes
	No

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


DON’T “FUDGE” ANSWERS!  That will destroy the validity of the experiment.

