Teacher: Robert DeChristopher

Rules of Signs

Addition and Subtraction:
If a number has no sign in front of it, it is automatically

assumed to be positive, for example, 7 =  +7. 
  +(+a)  =  +a       Example: (+7) + (+3)  =  7 + 3  = 10
  +(-a)  =  -a       Example: (-7) + (-3)  = -7 – 3  = -10
  -(+a)  =  -a       Example: (+7) – (+3)  =  7 – 3  =  4         

  -(-a)  =  +a       Example: (-7) – (-3)  = -7 + 3  =  -4 

Multiplication:

                                    +•+  =  +

                            +•–  =  –

                            –•+  =  –

                            –•–  =  + 

Division:   

                            +/+  =  +

                            +/-  =  -

                            -/+  =  -

                            -/-  =  +      

